□ YES!  My household accepts the FCCB Carbon Challenge!


(You can take the Challenge without the participation of every household member; however, the effort will be more enjoyable and successful if everyone in the household joins in.)
For those without access to the Internet:  you will first need to pick up a paper form from the yellow folder in Charlotte Russell’s mailbox (#15) in the church office.  Then refer to the instructions below.  

How to Take Your Carbon Footprint

Note:  Your carbon information will not be made public (beyond the FCCB committee members who compile the results) without your permission. We will report only aggregate or anonymous results.
Step 1:
Gather Your Records 
· Collect your PG&E bills for the past 12 months and calculate your total annual energy usage, noting the answers here:  
· _________ kilowatt-hours (kWh) of electricity 
· _________ therms of natural gas
· This data reflects the 12 months from _____________(month) 200__ to __________ (month) 2006.

You can obtain these figures 24/7 from PG&E if you do not have your bills or would prefer to get the figures this way.  Call PG&E at 800-743-5000, say “billing,” verify your street number, and hit “O” for the operator.  Ask the service representative to provide you with the answers (be sure he or she uses the most recent 12 months, e.g., Nov ‘05-Oct ’06, not 13 months, e.g., Oct ‘05-Oct ’06).  (They will use a calculator, so mistakes are possible.)
· Estimate the number of miles you drive per year for each vehicle you own.  To get the best estimate for the past year, you can use the odometer readings on your vehicle maintenance records from the past year or two.  Alternatively, if you’ve owned the car since it was new, you can take the current odometer reading (total, not trip miles) and divide them by the number of years you’ve had the car. 
· Estimate the average fuel efficiency of your vehicle(s). If you are uncertain (within, say, +/- 3 miles per gallon), obtain an estimate in one of these ways:

· Go to http://auto.consumerguide.com/auto/used/reviews/full/index.cfm and click on the “Used Car Reviews” tab.  In the “Select Vehicle to Review” box, scroll down and select the make/model/year of your car, and click “go”.  Select the “road test” tab, which will indicate fuel economy.

· When you fill up your tank next:  (a) set your trip odometer to 0 (or make a note of the current reading if you do not have a trip odometer), (b) the next time you fill up, note how many gallons you bought, and (c) divide the number of miles you drove since the first fill-up by the number of gallons you purchased.  This will give you your fuel efficiency in miles per gallon.  
(Determining mpg in one of these ways will be much more accurate than selecting “small, medium or large” car in the survey in lieu of reporting actual fuel efficiency.)  
Step 2:
Take the Survey 

Those without Internet access: have your paper survey in hand, and follow the “Instructions for all” below.  Attach the completed survey to this sheet.
Those with Internet access: go to www.safeclimate.net/calculator.  
Instructions for all:
· Skip the question on airplanes. We will address air travel separately because large annual variances could mask the results of carbon-reduction steps taken in the less-variable areas.  If you are curious about your carbon footprint including air miles, re-do the survey with air miles, but report to us the result without them.
· Do not select the box “green power subscriber with __% renewables”. (PG&E customers do not have this option.  If you are a customer of a utility that does offer this choice, like SMUD, fill it in if applicable).
Instructions for those with Internet access:
· Print out each page after you fill it out for future reference (the information is not retained when you go to the next page).  
· On the results page, select “show results by year” at the bottom of the page
· Select one of the following:

□ A printout of the results page is attached 

□ The results of the survey indicated that my/our carbon footprint household average is __________ lbs/year.

Step 3:
Return this sheet (and any attachments) to FCCB in one of these ways:  place it in the yellow folder in Charlotte Russell’s mailbox in the office, mail it to FCCB c/o Charlotte, or hand it to a member of the FCCB Climate Action Ministry Team. 
Need Help?  If you need help with the survey, feel free to call Nancy Rader at 845-5077 (weekday) or 845-5359 (evenings & weekends).

□  Yes, please add the following people in my household to an electronic discussion group relating to this project (e.g., to receive and discuss carbon-reducing ideas).  (Information will also be distributed via the Carillon and flyers.)  Add a star to anyone who would like to assist with the project, noting any particular interests.

Name/email:__________________________________________________________
Name/email:__________________________________________________________
Name/email:__________________________________________________________
Household Contact Person(s):____________________________________________
Mailing Address:______________________________________________________
Phone Number:_________________________

Thank you for participating!!






