Working to Eliminate the Use of Torture by the US
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For nearly two years now, FCCB’s TEARS (Dealing with Torture, Extreme Measures, Abuse, Rendition and Secrecy) Ministry Team has been about its anti-torture work. There has been some success. Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq has been closed, the abuses at Guantanamo are exposed, the administration’s interrogation policies are both exposed and discredited. The success is somewhat illusory:  Legislation to require the CIA to abide by the rules of the Army Field Manual was vetoed by the President and not overridden by Congress. Prisoners now being held incommunicado at an air base north of Baghdad and at Baghram in Afghanistan are at risk of abuse and disappearance. No high-ranking official has been held accountable for torturing US detainees. Worse, it appears that no significant change will occur under this administration. Is there any point in working to stop torture now? Why not wait until the next administration takes office?

Our answer to this is an unequivocal YES! We need to be ready on January 21, 2009 to go to work with the new administration. The anti-torture movement is developing principles and strategies for ending torture by the US. The movement needs a broad base of support so the next president can be both moved and supported to end torture. This is why we are ramping up our organizing and outreach. We are building a movement that includes all Americans, liberal and conservative, who are united in their belief that torture is wrong and that ethical interrogations are the only reliable way to gather the information that keeps us safe.  

Whatever the outcome of the presidential election, these things are clear:

· It is not enough to close Guantanamo.

· It is not enough to give each detainee a fair and open hearing.

· It is not enough to make good decisions about each detainee. 

· It is not enough to pass into law the Executive Order Principles banning torture. 

· It is not enough to close the School of the Americas at Ft. Benning Georgia.

· It is not enough to close the military interrogators school at Ft. Huachuca, Arizona.

These are a good start. But to root out the evil of torture that has gripped this nation, we must also dig deeply into the social, cultural and political traditions that have given rise to torture, or failed to stop it. 

· We must also hold the news and entertainment media to a high standard of accuracy in reporting and portraying interrogation techniques. 

· We must also end torture in the US criminal justice system

· We must also teach police and military personnel, law students, doctors and psychologists about their responsibilities under the Geneva Conventions and provide torture resistance training.

· We must also teach civics, civil rights and human rights to every high school student.

When we have done these things, we will have begun to eradicate the evil of torture and create a society that truly supports human rights. This is an ambitious list, and the work is under way now.  This June, 2008, has been designated Torture Awareness Month. Joining almost 300 congregations across the nation, FCCB will be flying its bold new banner to witness against torture. On Sunday, June 8, congregations throughout the US will pause in worship for a special prayer for the victims of torture. Our experiences of these past two years working to raise awareness and encouraging folk to speak out and take action have shown three things:

Torture is wrong.

Torture is a moral issue.

The America we know and love does not torture people.

And on top of that, torture does not work as an interrogation technique—it just doesn’t work!
