Blons Attends Deportation Hearing
Minister of Community Life Adam Blons attended an immigration hearing last week for a family that has been part of the Immigration Sanctuary movement. Maria and Augustin Sanchez are threatened with deportation even though some of their children are legal residents of the United States.

Here is his full report:

I just returned from the deportation hearing for Maria and Augustin Sanchez.  Maria remembers being here at FCCB last year and the kindness and support this congregation showed her.  She and her husband were so nervous and anxious today.  The hearing was adjourned at noon even though there are still more witnesses to be heard.  They will continue next Tuesday morning.  Unfortunately, I won’t be able to be there.  I will let you all know when I hear the outcome.  I must say that their case seems strong.  Two children have special needs which alone should justify their deportation being a “hardship” for the children.  The judge for this case was very compassionate and the government’s lawyer was benign.  I felt that the dignity of the family was honored during the hearing.  That said, it is still shameful that the government would even consider splitting up a family.  In addition, I observed many times today how misunderstanding created doubt during the testimonies.  The language barrier in these situation goes beyond words.  The translator in this case did a very literal translation included false starts, pauses, and hesitations.  She was great at conveying the words that were said.  However, we watched many times as questions were being asked and re-asked how subtleties behind the words were not understood by the witness.  Their answers, then, sometimes seemed evasive or even contradictory.  In this case, the judge kept good control of the questioning and clarified things greatly.  However, I can imagine not all judges care as much as this one and that translation errors might easily lead to real doubt about the veracity of testimony.  I pray that these moments were not persuasive in this case.  After the hearing, I was asked to be one of the clergy whose name will be given to the media.  I may have a chance to make a statement after the verdict.  We’ll see.  In the meantime, please continue to pray for the Sanchez family and all families facing deportation.

