“Axis of Friendship” Synod Resolution Considered

By Barbara Grady-Ayer

Next Sunday, Dec. 21, the congregation will be asked to vote on a resolution calling for “An Axis of Friendship with Iran” which, pending the vote, will be put before the General Synod of the United Church of Christ in July with FCCB’s sponsorship.

 

The resolution promotes friendship and peace with Iranian citizens and invokes the teachings of Jesus, Paul and the Hebrew scriptures to reject war and turn swords into plowshares. In calls for a day honoring friendship with the Iranian people and brings awareness to the need for ordinary people to engage in friendship as diplomacy when their government is labeling a country an enemy and part of an Axis of Evil.

 

In preparation for the congregational vote, Senior Minister Pat de Jong and Sam Keen who traveled to Iran last spring and hope to present the resolution before the General Synod, led a second hour this past Sunday for open discussion about the resolution’s implications.

 

Pat said that while she traveled in Iran she was constantly reminded that “People are not their governments and governments are often not representative of the people,” by the gracious welcome Iranian people extended. Even though the current government of Iran may say and do things we consider abhorrent, the people are not the government.

 

Sam Keen said a resolution putting forth the UCC’s desire for friendship with the people of Iran and rejecting any talk of pre-emptive war against the country of Iran fits within the “prophetic tradition” of Judeo-Christian ethics to voice objection when faced with unjust political action.

 

“It is about Christian ethics,” he said. “There are certain things we must stand up against. One thing is to reject of any notion of pre emptive war.”

 

Pat said the idea of the resolution came when several ministers around the country read the extensive report by Seymour Hirsh in the New Yorker about how the U.S. government is quietly preparing for war with Iran .  They wanted to urge an alternative to this march toward war and thought people-to-people expressions of friendship would be one way.

 

Ali Sheikholeslami, director of the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California, said that such a resolution coming from U.S. churches “would be a great thing” and express sentiments of friendship the Iranian people need to hear. He said that most Iranians resent the United States government for decades of siding against Iran in various conflicts. He said that when the U.S. government branded Iran as part of an “Axis of Evil” during the Bush administration, that label “ignored all the complexities of this situation,” and only deepened the resentment.  Branding the country as evil sends a message of hatred. An expression of friendship from the American people to the people of Iran would be most welcome, he said.

 

It is within the tradition of the United Church of Christ to take positions on questions of national policy that concern ethics. At each General Synod, numerous resolutions come before the voting body of the Synod and many of these resolutions concern national issues.

 

“One way to get things done at a national synod is to introduce a resolution,” Pat said.  To put a resolution before the whole General Synod requires the voting endorsement by six churches within the UCC.  This month several churches around the country will be holding congregational votes on the Axis of Friendship resolution. “We are very close to six,” Pat said. The resolution may end up getting more than six churches voting to sponsor it, but our vote would help assure it at least gets six.

 

This would be the first time that FCCB has taken a resolution to the General Synod, Pat said.

 

The resolution has received support from the president of the United Church of Christ, the head of the Bay Association Conference Ministry and the conference minister of the Northern California UCC as well as from FCCB’s Ministry of Outreach, Mission and Service and its Church Council which voted to put this before a congregational vote.

 

