MOMENT FOR MISSION

June is Torture Awareness Month.  This June, the National Religious Campaign Against Torture (of which FCCB is a member) has placed banners witnessing against torture in over 300 places of worship across America.  One of these is FCCB.  You can see our new banner on the Dana Street side.  It says, “First Congregational Church of Berkeley says Torture is a Moral Issue”.  

Torture violates the basic dignity of the human person that all religions, in their highest ideals, hold dear.  It degrades everyone involved—victims, perpetrators, policy-makers and ultimately the nation itself.  It contradicts our most cherished values.  

As Christians we are particularly called to end torture.  Not only was Jesus subjected to torture, he also instructed us to practice compassion in his name:  “As you did to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40

The fact that our government has tortured people has been documented in the public record.  We are organizing to witness against these policies and practices now so we will be prepared to work next year with the new administration to abolish torture.  

To that end, you will see a bulletin insert about our “Do-Something Session” at Second Hour next Sunday.  The TEARS anti-torture ministry team and I hope you will come, with or without laptops, and write a letter witnessing against torture.

Any policies that permit torture and inhumane treatment are shocking and morally intolerable.  Nothing less is at stake in the torture abuse crisis than the soul of our nation.  Let America abolish torture now—without exceptions.

